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india: birth of the Prasar Bharati

(e % Bhavkara Koo, ( haeman of the Conree for Media Studies, Delh

Perhaps nowhere in the world has the povernment of a country given
up control over ity powerful electrenic medin a3 has jusl happeaed in
Indiz. All India Radio (ATR)Y and Doordarshan (DD}, whick were
under the contrel of Government siace their inception, now operate
under an Independent Pracwur Bharati Corporation,

The dirst task Tor Prasar
Bharau s 1o highlight the
difterense from a siale
controlled media to that of
an AUlonomMOous ane.
Improving broadcasting in
India 1oday has 1o do with
improsing the relevance of
programmes, news
credibiline and transparency.

Restructuring ot the
programmes of both AIR
and Doordarshan has been
the first preoccupation of the
Frasar Bharati Board.

comprising ten members
including one full time CEQ and the Director Generals of AIR and DD.

The Chairman of the Board and other members are on & pari-time basis,
The Buoard has so far had three formal mectings. As a pant of their
ambitious endeavour, bailing out the media from being viewed as sarkarni
1Government) s the foremost.

Doordarshan:

Al the very outset. the Board issued instructions to all those mvolved
tn the collection and reponting of news o de-emphasise the *VIP
ssmdreme” in the news bulletins and reposition themsslves with 2 coastant
concern for objectivity. Simultancously, programmes on current affairs
are being liberated from being initxted “officially”. TV senals which
keive been the main-stay of viewers are being re-cxaminecd with a view Lo
de-emphasising the mania for mythologies and unending soap operas.
Instead, the “ententainment - education” hvpe of seriaks with which
Doordarshan stanied its serials in the eighties are being sought afier once
agair  Censoring 0 current affairs programmes produced by outside
producers has been stopped in the very first formight of the functioning
of Prasar Bharati,

In its ¢ flors 1o opumise the mnfrastructure. Prasar Bhareo closed down
DD Channel-3 with effect fro January 16, 1998, [ is expected o convert
the channel into an educatiosal one soon. Started three years ago as a
channel for culture and qualiy programmes. (on the lines of the BBC s
sevond channel for its domestic audience) Channel-3 had lost a lot of fts
distinction. It is now looking into other ways of consolidating its reach.
The Prasar Bharatu Board has also ended uncertainty by deciding to
strengthen the intermational reach of DD Channels | and 2 using INSAT-

Deordarihan headquarters in |'chl

© media: more so for the

2C 1o wome 50 countrics wn the Middle-Eas and South A regions
AlR: .

Changes in AL India Radio have been vern evidens in the Bast fea
wecks: Since Januan 1998 the AIR news rs mad “read’ as has been the
wase et the vears but s pr.ﬁqmcﬂ woath kats of "o amers Phone i
programeess have mva bevome more regoem and are on sabyects on
comman concemn. Badw s hevoming an mdeiacin e oediem aew, The

‘out of bounds” approsch of AIR s being reversed. The gates of radio ™

stations are being opered up 1o new talent and to make =do more
accessible to ciizens, Musi, 15 no longer onaly recorded.  Live music is
encouraged once again after some 40 years. Centralised programme
scheduling is being looked at again 1o take AIR closer 1o the people and

10 be a ot more locallv-speaific.

Lok Sabha Poll - first test for Prasar Bharsti:

The abrupt
dissolution of the Lok
Sabha, or Parliament. on
December 4, 1997,
within a month after the
coming into being of
Prasar Bharati Board, ho<
been the first challenge
for Prasar Bharan,
Elections are always a
testing Lime for any

ones just released from
the clutches of
‘government controd ” and
which have camed the
reputation of being
‘manipulated” by the
party in Government.

The forthcoming
Election provides an
opportuniny to restone the
credibility of AIR and
Doordarshan in the
shorest time possible.
The evidence so far, one
month after the 19938 poll
process has started.
howescr. 15 not all
positive, with three major national political parties, including the one in
power, coming oul with accusations of pariisan coverage.

Tke Board cannot convincingly debunk the sccusations as yet.

The old werld looks at the new
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